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This morning’s message is titled The Turning of the Tables.  As we prepare our hearts for what is 

here in the book of Job, I also want to remind you that today is what we call Reformation 

Sunday.   

 

This is the Sunday closest to October 31.  It was on October 31, 1517 that a Roman Catholic 

monk by the name of Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the chapel door of Wittenberg, 

Germany.   

 

Again, Luther was a monk in Roman Catholicism but with those 95 theses, those arguments, he 

protested the practice of selling indulgences.  When you purchased one of the indulgences from 

the church, in exchange for that monetary offering to the church, you could have your time in 

purgatory, a place we do not believe exists, reduced.  Or you could have a relative’s time in 

purgatory reduced.   

 

Martin Luther, he contemplated that practice and it started burning him up.  He saw it as 

something that was false and corrupt.  He protested that and he went on protesting all kinds of 

doctrinal error that he discerned in their theology as he studied Scripture.  Luther protested all 

this.  Hence, we have the protestant reformation.  Then all throughout Europe, Christians began 

to see things more clearly and reformation spread. 

 

I bring this up not only because October 31, 1517 was the day that sparked all of that but, in 

addition to that, we have seen something similar here in the book of Job.  All throughout the 

book of Job there is a similar tone of protest. 

 

I don’t think I was getting carried away when I began thinking of Job as kind of a Martin Luther 

in his day and in his time, because he was standing against what he came to understand as the 

false doctrine of his day; a very widely believed false doctrine of his day.   

 

We have been immersing ourselves in this story for a couple of months now and as we know, the 

book of Job presents to us the story of the unthinkable suffering of a very, very godly man.  Job 

experienced profound loss in his life, with the destruction of his wealth and the stealing of his 

livelihood; with the loss of his children’s lives; with the affliction of his health. 

 

Job suffered greatly and he was a godly man.  He was a man who knew the Lord and walked 

with Him.  So through most of the book of Job, we have a man who was grieved in his heart.  

While his faith persisted, Job asked God why.  Job was vexed within as he was trying to 

understand all that had happened to him.   
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Then his three friends arrived on the scene and they answered him relentlessly according to the 

prevailing doctrine of their day—something that we have recognized as Retribution Theology.  

What they basically asserted was this: good things happen to good people.  Bad things happen to 

bad people.  So the reason you are suffering with all the calamity in your life is because you are 

an unrepentant sinner.   

 

They were saying, Because you have some pattern of ongoing iniquity in your life that you have 

not owned or confessed or forsaken, so Job you are getting what you deserve.  However, if you 

will purify your life and confess this to the Lord and change, then you will receive favor from the 

hand of God once again. 

 

Job’s friends were instructing him according to the limited theology that we have called 

Retribution Theology, but Job was not willing to submit to it.  As we have seen throughout the 

book, Job in his heart would have been false to do so. 

 

We know that Job was a sinner just like the rest of us.  Job recognized that himself.  The offering 

of sacrifices for sin was a regular part of his family’s life.  He knew that there was sin in him and 

in his offspring.  He knew these things but at the same time, Job was a man touched by the grace 

of God. 

 

Job was a man who came to genuinely know the Lord; to walk with the Lord; to walk in the 

ways of the Lord.  According to God Himself, Job was blameless.  He was a man who was 

pursuing holiness and advancing in it by the grace of God. 

 

So for Job to confess some hidden, ongoing, heinous iniquity would have been false because it 

was not true.  There was no ongoing pattern of sin that would have brought this kind of calamity 

upon him and he would not admit to it.  Job kept getting back in his friend’s faces and he would 

not own it.   

 

He would not do what they told him to do, because it was incorrect and he was challenging the 

prevailing theology of that day.  At some moments in the book, Job even said, Listen, what I’m 

coming to understand is that sometimes the wicked do prevail in this life and sometimes the 

godly, who walk with Lord, they do in fact suffer.   

 

That would have been shocking to hear for the three friends and those who were listening in.  Job 

was challenging the theology of their day.  This week as we get into Chapter 27, we are going to 

see Job even taking it a step further.  In the end, Job kind of turned the table because his friends 

had been trying to warn him, but Job turned it around and warned them. 

 

Job’s friends had been committing slander against a godly man, and Job turned it around and told 

them that if they continued in that kind of sin, it was them that was going to come under the 

discipline and the judgment of God.   

 

So here we have something of the turning of the tables.  We will consider Chapter 27 in two 

parts.  First, we see that Job takes his stand.  Second, we will see how Job turned the tables, 

turning the warning upon them. 
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First, let’s see how: 

 

1. Job takes his stand (27:1-10) 

 

Confess this foul ongoing area of sin in your life, Job.  That is what his friends kept saying.  Job 

kept responding with words like this, and it is a dramatic moment in his response to them.  Job 

Chapter 27, starting in Verse 1: 

 

27And Job again took up his discourse, and said: 

 
2
”As God lives, who has taken away my right, 

and the Almighty, who has made my soul bitter, 
3
as long as my breath is in me, 

and the spirit of God is in my nostrils, 
4
my lips will not speak falsehood, 

and my tongue will not utter deceit. 
5
Far be it from me to say that you are right; 

till I die I will not put away my integrity from me. 
6
I hold fast my righteousness and will not let it go; 

my heart does not reproach me for any of my days. 
 

It might seem kind of strange for us to hear a man insisting upon his righteousness in the way 

that Job did here.  However, we know that we are sinners saved grace, but followers of God can 

in fact grow in righteousness and Job was doing that.  So he was not willing to give in to what 

they were pressuring him to do. 

 

To really understand what was happening here in what we just read, I am brought back to 

another vitally important moment in the Protestant Reformation in the life of Martin Luther.  It 

was on October 31, 1517 that it all began when Luther nailed the 95 Theses to the wall. 

 

From there, Luther was digging into the doctrine of New Testament salvation.  He began 

studying the book of Romans with intensity.  Luther came to such a pure understanding that we 

are sinners saved by the grace of God alone, through faith in Christ alone, to the glory of God 

alone. 

 

Righteousness is a gift given by God apart from works and Luther began teaching all these things 

in a way that opposed the theology of his day.  It came to a head about four or five years after the 

nailing of the theses.  There was an event in 1521 that is remember as The Diet of Vorms.  

Reading it in the English it would say The Diet of Worms.  And this was not talking about living 

on a diet of nightcrawlers.   

 

A diet was a meeting.  And there was a city called Vorms in Germany.  And the Roman Catholic 

authorities gathered all of Luther’s books and writings and pamphlets and spread them out on a 

table before him.  They made Martin Luther appear and said, Are these your books?  Are these 

your writings?  And Luther told them they were. 
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Then authorities said, They are filled with error.  If you hold to these things, you are a heretic.  

Right here and right now you must repent and you must declare these writings as falsehood.  In 

essence, that is what they called Luther to do. 

 

What did Martin Luther do?  How did he respond?  Martin Luther stood firm.  He was not 

willing to declare that those teachings were false.  He said, Unless I am convinced by proof from 

Scripture or by plain and clear reasons and arguments, I can’t and will not retract, for it is neither 

safe nor wise to do anything against conscious.  Here I stand.  I can do no other.  God help me.  

Amen! 

 

Job was having a very similar moment.  It was this kind of thing.  Their theology demanded that 

whenever a person was suffering calamity it was the direct hand of God judging particular 

heinous sin.  And Job could not acquiesce to that.  He would not, because he was actually 

growing in holiness in his life. 

 

So we see Job having this moment.  Brothers and sisters, we may have moments like this too, 

where we need to stand firm in the truths of the Living Word of God.  We are here for the Lord 

to be an outpost of Heaven in a fallen world. 

 

We are here on behalf of the Kingdom of God in a world of darkness and we are to stand firm on 

the doctrines of Scripture no matter how unpopular those doctrines may become.  So we live in a 

time where it seems that there is increasing darkness, where good is called evil and evil is called 

good and immorality is celebrated, we must be those who stand firm in the Word of God.   

 

Job was having a moment that was like this.  As Job continued with his stand, what we see is that 

he dug in his heels rightly, but in this stand he also started turning it around on his friends.  He 

continued to stand firm and now we see that he will begin with some words of warning that are 

going to intensify throughout this chapter. 

 

As he continued to stand firm, let’s see what Job said next.  Verse 7: 

 
7
Let my enemy be as the wicked, 

and let him who rises up against me be as the unrighteous. 
8
For what is the hope of the godless when God cuts him off, 

when God takes away his life? 
9
Will God hear his cry 

when distress comes upon him? 
10

Will he take delight in the Almighty? 

Will he call upon God at all times? 
 

Here are some intense words with Job calling for the condemnation of his enemy.   

 
7
Let my enemy be as the wicked, 

and let him who rises up against me be as the unrighteous. 
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Job was wishing that his enemy would suffer the lot of the wicked.  Specifically, that his life 

would be cut off; that he would be killed; that he would enter into desolation, into the afterlife, 

where God would no longer hear his cry for help.  That is what Job was calling for here. 

 

Job had some things rising up within him, didn’t he?  There can be times in our lives when 

people come against us and we start burning up as well.  That’s what we see here with Job.  That 

is what he did here. 

 

What we see here is that once somebody is cut off from this life, once they do in fact die, there is 

no more opportunity for them to call upon the Lord for salvation.  Today is the day of salvation.  

Today is the day for sinners to confess their sin before the Lord and receive forgiveness, because 

once we enter into death there is no turning back. 

 

But we see here in this text that Job was saying, May my enemy be as the wicked.  The big 

question is: who was this enemy that Job was speaking of?  In the book of Job, what we find is 

that there are plenty of options of who Job might have considered to be his enemy. 

 

When Job said, Let my enemy suffer the lot of the wicked, maybe he was talking about the 

Sabeans.  Do you remember them early in the book of Job in the first chapter?  They were the 

people who came and killed the servants that Job loved and stole his herds of oxen and donkeys. 

 

Maybe the enemy he was speaking of was the Chaldeans.  They came and killed his servants and 

stole his fleet of camels.  I wonder if any of you know how it is to have people intrude your 

property and steal things that belong to you, even things that are precious to you.  There is such a 

sense of violation that can occur in that. 

 

Job was feeling this here.  So maybe he was talking about those who came and stole from him.  

But there are other options about what enemy Job was speaking of here.  We know as we study 

of book of Job that there were onlookers. 

 

Throughout the book of Job, what you will notice is that there were people who were watching 

and taking in the dialogue, the debate, between Job and his friends.  It was a public spectacle.  

This happened out in the open.   

 

There were all kinds of lookie lous watching it all unfold, and you get the impression that all of 

the people that were watching were favoring the three friends of Job as they were confronting 

and condemning him.  These people were nodding their heads in agreement.  Yes, Job must be 

living in some kind of vile sin and he needs to repent of it.   

 

When you read especially how Job depicted all this in Chapter 30, you will see how there were 

some who were taking delight in what they saw in the fall of a godly man.  There were onlookers 

who were literally scorning Job.  They were getting perverse enjoyment out his downfall, and 

Job knew it. 

 

I wonder if you have ever faced times of misfortune in your life and you have had the sense that 

people were taking pleasure from it.  We have a society that is filled with that kind of thing.  
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There are new rag magazines that like to draw attention in such an ungodly way to the calamity 

that people face.  That is what was happening with Job. 

 

What is interesting to me is that what we see in Verse 7 is that it is in the singular.  Job said, My 

enemy. 

 
7
Let my enemy be as the wicked, 

and let him who rises up against me be as the unrighteous. 
 

We recall that there were three men who initially came with the goal of consoling Job but in the 

end, they started confronting and even condemning Job.  Of those three, it seems that there was 

one who took it to an even deeper depth. 

 

We have this man Eliphaz.  Eliphaz was the eldest.  He was the most prominent.  He was the 

wisest.  He was the one who committed outright slander against Job.  You might remember this 

from last week.  

 

I think it was in Chapter 22 where Eliphaz started forming outright lies against Job so that all the 

things that were happening in this situation would fit in his limited theological framework.  He 

was more committed to his position than he was the personhood of his friend.  So Eliphaz 

distorted the truth and was making up false claims about Job’s life. 

 

This penetrated deeply into Job, and he was grieved by it.  He was angered by it.  You may have 

times in your life when you find that there are those who slander you.  They lie about you.  They 

misrepresent you.  In your heart, you may want to rise up against them. 

 

There can be the desire for vigilante justice with the heart of each one of us, even those who are 

in Christ.  Somebody does me wrong and I am going to do them wrong right back.  That is 

within all of us. 

 

But what we see here in the book of Job is something different.  Instead of taking matters into his 

own hands, Job entrusted them to the Lord.  He handed them over to God for God to handle.  

When people come against us, we need to remember that God can handle the situation with far 

more effectiveness than we can. 

 

Job was angry.  He had vexation within him.  Then he is here calling down imprecation upon the 

men who were doing this to him.  We see things like this that can rise up in all of us.  Let’s keep 

this in mind something even as we see it happening the book of Job.   

 

Job lived back early in the history of the earth; way back in a time well before the Law of Moses, 

before those Scriptures began shedding such light.  He lived before the prophets started 

emerging, pulling people back to the heart of God.  Job lived before the full New Covenant age 

of grace; prior to the time when the Messiah came into the world, transforming sinners by the 

power of His grace in the most remarkable of ways.   
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We are living in the kingdom of grace and following, Jesus we have an example of how we 

ought to respond when we know that there are people coming against us.  For when our Savior 

was having His hands and His wrists nailed into the cross, He was praying for the very people 

who drove those nails into the wood. 

 

While they were killing Jesus, He was doing that which brought salvation to us.  With all of the 

people surrounding Him at the cross, slandering Him, He was doing His work of grace.  Now 

following Jesus, when people come against us what we find is that the calling of Christ upon our 

lives is to pray for our enemies, and to even love those who persecute us. 

 

We are to pray when people come against us.  We are to pray that the Spirit of God would move 

in them and transform them and make them new, and that they would become born again, 

becoming new creations in Christ Jesus our Lord.  That is the pattern that Jesus Christ gives to 

His people in this day of tremendous grace that we are living in.   

 

Now as we consider this, we remember that at the same time, while He is filled with grace and it 

is grace that He extends into the hearts of His people, Christ is holy and He is Judge.  Where 

there are those who will not repent of sin, continuing in behaviors that doing damage to people, 

where they oppress and do cruel things, Christ will bring judgement.  That judgment is often 

experienced in this world, and it will happen in eternity in Hell.   

 

Continuing, we saw that Job had taken his stand, but then: 

 

2. Job turns the tables (27:11-23) 

 

Job turned it around.  His friends had been warning him all along about the sin in his life, now 

Job turned it around and he warned them about the sin that they were committing.  Job warned 

them about the things that could come into their lives if they did not repent.   

 

We see how this came across as Job turned the table.  All along Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar had 

been warning him, now Job spoke to them.  Verse 11: 

 
11

I will teach you concerning the hand of God; 

what is with the Almighty I will not conceal. 
12

Behold, all of you have seen it yourselves; 

why then have you become altogether vain? 
13

This is the portion of a wicked man with God, 

and the heritage that oppressors receive from the Almighty; 
14

If his children are multiplied, it is for the sword, 

and his descendants have not enough bread. 
15

Those who survive him the pestilence buries, 

and his widows do not weep. 
16

Though he heap up sliver like dust, 

and pile up clothing like clay, 
17

he may pile it up, but the righteous will wear it,  

and the innocent will divide the silver. 
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In this text we see the power of God to bring even the most commanding and dominant of evil 

men down to nothing.  There are cruel people in this world and they do in fact seem untouchable 

at times.  But God can bring them to nothing.  Did you notice how many times in this text the 

Lord is spoken of as the Almighty?  Here we see how His power of judgment is depicted.   

 

When I read this I began thinking about something that almost seems descriptive of what 

happened back in the 90s, as I was growing into my young adulthood.  There was a man that was 

always in the news by the name of Saddam Hussein.  Hussein was the director of Iraq.   

 

I remember seeing the footage of this man strutting around his marble mansion, wearing his 

camouflage and his beret with a big cigar hanging out of his mouth.  He strutted around his 

palatial balcony like some kind of emperor. 

 

He was vile, evil, oppressive dictator.  He even used chemical weapons on portions of the 

population.  His sons, Uday and Qusay, were twice the sons of hell that he was, from what was 

written about them and what was seen in their lives. 

 

Hussein seemed so impenetrable but I remember when that man’s regime fell.  I remember 

seeing the footage of the people of Iraq pulling down statues of him, taking the sandals off their 

feet, and slapping his head with them.   

 

Then we remember that time when he got dug up out of the ground with his massive beard and 

his eyebrows growing out of his forehead.  And this man was brought to justice.  He was strung 

on a rope and he was hung. 

 

Here was a man who seemed so dominant; someone who it would seem could never be taken 

down.  Job would say that men like that can be taken down and when it happens, it is the 

Almighty Hand of God that is doing it.  God has power to bring judgment and we see it depicted 

here.   

 

So with this, we remember that Eliphaz and Bildad and Zophar, they were powerful and 

prominent men as well, and God could do it to them.  God does this type of thing.  He does this 

in this world.  Hussein was a dramatic example of it.  God does it to lesser powers.  If it does not 

happen in this life, it does happen in the life to come.   

 

In these warnings of judgment, the call comes out to the ungodly to repent of their sin; to call 

upon God that they might have forgiveness and that even they might be renewed, for Christ came 

into the world to save even the most vile of offenders, and we are all sinners before the Lord. 

 

Christ came to bring forgiveness and when we see these depictions of judgment, we remember 

what Christ experienced on the cross.  He was treated as though He was the Saddam Hussein.  

That’s what Jesus experienced on the cross, that justice and the judgment of God might be 

satisfied, and that sinners can be forgiven and made new. 
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So we have this language of the power of God to bring righteous judgment upon the heads of the 

wicked.  But Job was not done.  He had more to say as he continued turning the tables.  Verses 

18 through 23.  What is the portion of the wicked, oppressive man? 

 
18

He builds his house like a moth’s, 

like a booth that a watchman makes. 
19

He goes to bed rich, but will do so no more; 

he opens his eyes and his wealth is gone. 
20

Terrors overtake him like a flood; 

in the night a whirlwind carries him off. 
21

The east wind lifts him up and he is gone; 

it sweeps him out of his place. 
22

It hurls at him without pity; 

he flees from its power in headlong flight. 
23

It claps its hands at him 

and hisses at him from its place. 
 

So we have this picture of these ungodly people that are like moguls and they build fortresses but 

before the Lord, these fortresses are like the cocoons of moths or like the plywood impermanent 

shelter of watchperson. 

 

The imagery here of God is that He can just send in the east wind to take their dwelling down 

and chase them off, sending them in flight.  Job used this language of the whirlwind and the east 

winds clapping and hissing them off. 

 

When we clap, it is to cheer about things.  We clap when there is somebody we want to honor, 

and we clap in order to pay them a certain amount of appreciation.  In that culture it was the 

exact opposite.  They clapped and they hissed at the same time. 

 

What would you do if you found a racoon digging through your trash at night?  If you were in 

Job’s culture, you might clap and hiss to get rid of the racoon.  That was what was depicted in 

Verse 25.  Job was chasing them off.  That is how they expressed scorn and chased somebody 

away. 

 

All of this is descriptive of what God will bring upon unrepentant oppressors.  God will see that 

justice is done in this life or in the next life or in both, and Job was warning his friends about 

what may come if they continued to slander his good name. 

 

Taking all of this in, this takes us to the predicament of the book of Job, because what is stunning 

as we consider what we just read is that it seems totally descriptive of what happened in Job’s 

life too.  And Job was a righteous man, walking with the Lord. 

 

Did you see this?  Did you see the similarities between how Job warned his friends and what he 

himself experienced?  Job too was a mighty man, the mightiest man of the Middle East in his 

day.  Job too had an impressive house.  Job too had abounding wealth.  Job too suffered 

unthinkable loss overnight. 
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Job too had children multiplied to his home and he lost them all.  For Job too, the whirlwind was 

his greatest affliction because it was the windstorm coming from the east that brought the house 

down upon his children. 

 

The thing is when we look at all of this, all the kind of suffering came upon Job who was 

declared by God not to be a wicked man, but to be a man who was blameless and upright.  All of 

this came upon Job. 

 

Job knew the Lord and he walked humbly with God.  Job loved his children and led them to the 

Lord.  Job cared for the poor and provided for them with generosity.  Job gave effusively of his 

wealth and did not hoard to himself. 

 

Job provided tenderly for widows in distress.  Job never committed adultery.  He treated women 

with the upmost respect.  He made a covenant with his eyes, that he would never look upon a 

young women with lust.  Job was a man who was touched by the hand of God to have this kind 

of grace and desire in his life. 

 

Job did these things and lived this way because he wanted to.  He wanted to live a life that was 

pleasing to the Lord.  Job wanted to live a life that was poured out for the good of and to the 

blessing of others.  God’s hand was guiding Job’s heart.  It is not in vain that the Almighty 

would say, Have you considered my servant Job who is blameless and upright in heart?   

 

As we read the book of Job, the astonishing thing is that at this time in these brief years of this 

life, we will see that the wicked will suffer pain and hardship and so will the godly and the 

upright, those who walk with the Lord.  They both will. 

 

We see that Christians get cancer.  We see that Christians face foreclosure.  We see that 

Christians experience depression as they are even walking with the Lord.  We see that Christians 

get into car accidents.  We see that Christians sometimes become paralyzed.   

 

So we remember that there is pain in this world as well for followers of Christ.  Jesus has told us 

this.  There is difficulty and following Jesus Christ is not a bypass to all suffering card for this 

world.   

 

In fact, as a follower of Christ who is walking with the Lord, there might even be more hardship 

that comes, as God is putting the glory of genuine, authentic faith on display—faith that endures 

by the hand of God with the love of God through the painful things of this dark and fallen world. 

 

When the wicked suffer it is just a foretaste of what is to come in eternity when they face eternal 

judgment, having not repented and come to Christ.  We too are in a fallen world that is under the 

curse of sin, and this touches us as well. 

 

When we experience pain and suffering in our lives, there is an altogether different and glorious 

purpose because God Himself is filling us with His presence.  He is forming us with His hands.  

He is shaping us into Christlike character, and He has purposes in the suffering that we are going 
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to see in eternity.  And it is going to blow our minds the way he used suffering for the good in 

our lives and in good in the lives of others as well. 

 

The book of Job teaches us that those who walk with the Lord experience pain too.  What we 

read as we get into a full New Testament theology of pain and hardship is that God is so very 

close to us, often in ways that we don’t even know and feel.  Yet, it remains true.   

 

In the New Testament, in the Messianic Age that we are living in, the Lord teaches us to 

anticipate suffering and hardship from beginning to end.  Starting in the first book of the New 

Testament, Matthew.  Matthew Chapter 5, as Jesus initiated His teaching ministry in the Sermon 

on the Mount 

 
11

Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 

evil against you falsely on my account.  
12

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 

great in heaven 

 

That is in the beginning to the New Testament.  Going to the book of Revelation and you will 

find that there are the suffering saints, even some who were beheaded under the Throne of God 

calling out for His perfect justice.  It is all there. 

 

I want for us to close and go straight to the heart of the book that was at the center of the 

Protestant Reformation.  I want for us to see that through all the things that we face, God is with 

us and that God is for us and that He fills us with the love of His presence. 

 

As our brother, Job, would someday testify to when he walked through his sufferings; and as 

Joseph would testify to back in the book of Genesis, is that God has glorious purposes in the 

suffering of His people. 

 

So we go to the book of Romans, the very heart of the reformation.  What is at the center of the 

Christian faith?  I think we see this laid out in Romans Chapter 5 and Verses 1 and 2: 

 
1
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ.  
2
Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this 

grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.   

 

In these two verses we have the heart of reformation faith.  We are saved by grace alone, through 

faith alone, in Christ alone, to the glory of God alone, and to a living hope, knowing that we are 

going to be a part of a kingdom that never ends; that is everlasting, where there will be joy and 

rejoicing and celebration through all eternity. 

 

That is our living hope, but what is the first thing Paul said after laying out the fundamentals of 

New Testament biblical salvation?  Verse 3: 

 
3
Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, 
4
and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 

5
and 
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hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

 

Yes, we are going to suffer in this life.  We will face hard things, and those hard things hurt, but 

they never harm.  There is a difference.  They do good, and He is present with us with His love 

through it all.   

 

We experience painful things as followers of Jesus Christ because in those things, God is 

forming character in us that can only happen through the hard things in life.  Sometimes we 

benefit because we face painful things. 

 

I have had an ongoing saga for the past several months, where I have been repeatedly visiting the 

dentist.  Several months back my filling fell of my tooth.  I needed to get the filling replaced but 

because of Covid-19, it took forever to get an appointment.  I went to the drug store and bought a 

temporary filling goo.  I tried to stick in my tooth, but that did not do much good.   

 

I finally got my dental appointment and they told me I had decay under the filling and I needed a 

root canal and a crown.  No!  I did not want that.  I went through the process and here is what I 

learned.  The root canal was bad, but the preparation for the crown was even worse. 

 

While that was difficult, the people in the dental office were not harming me.  They were helping 

me.  They were fixing things in me that could come in no other way.  This is what the book of 

Romans tells us.  It is through the hard things of life that we have substance and character 

formed in us that can happen in no other way. 

 

Knowing the presence of God with us, we read here as we also read in the book of James, we 

learn to rejoice in our sufferings because God is with us.  He is going to help us.  He is going to 

form glorious things in us, and it is going to give way to joy and permanent peace.  No more pain 

ever in His Kingdom, in His Kingdom that will last forever. 

 

Brother and sister in Christ, whatever it is that you are facing, whatever it is that you are going 

through, I pray that the power of the Holy Spirit, the very presence of Jesus, will fill you, cover 

you, surround you, uphold you, and that you would submit yourself into the loving care of your 

Father who loves you, and who is shaping you, and who is doing good things in you and through 

you during these days. 

 

With that, I will close in a word of prayer. 


